ESTABLISHING AN
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD

The "Establishing An Environmental Advisory
Board" model law establishes a statewide
Environmental Advisory Board (EAB) to advocate for
equity and justice in historically marginalized and
overburdened communities and as a platform for
government officials and policymakers to advance
collective solutions to environmental injustice.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

This model bill tackles various environmental
justice issues, focusing on cumulative impacts.
Cumulative impacts refer to the potential harm
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burdens prevail more in low-income communities
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https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-09/climate-vulnerability_september-2021_508.pdf

The EAB established by this bill will provide insight and accountability as the state
moves to incorporate environmental justice into its decision-making processes. The
Board is desighed to center impacted communities in relevant state processes and
programs, create pathways for communities to share expertise and perspective with
government decision-makers, identify opportunities for improvement in public
processes, and prioritize identification and mitigation of environmental justice
concerns throughout the state.

EAB MEMBERSHIP v

Membership on the EAB includes residents of
environmental justice areas, advocates and community
groups dedicated to environmental justice,
representatives of industries and organizations
regulated by the state’s environmental laws, academics
specializing in environmental and public health, and
representatives of local and tribal governments within
the state. This allocation of membership is intended to
ensure that the EAB is well-connected to and
representative of the communities that it advocates for,
while also having technical expertise and experience
with relevant regulatory processes to be able to craft
community-centric, just, and pragmatic solutions.

EAB FUNCTIONS v

The EAB's duties and powers cover a variety of forms
of research and advocacy aimed at:

Identifying and centering the voices of
impacted residents.

Cultivate opportunities for residents to participate
in public discussion by holding public meetings.

awareness, engagement, and advocacy within

Advocate for policies that support public
the impacted community.

The EAB also serves as a resource to government
officials and decision-makers who lack the place-
based knowledge, lived experiences, and expertise in
environmental justice issues that affected
community members possess. By providing informal
guidance to policymakers and formal comments in

ongoing proceedings, the Board can leverage the on-the-ground experience of
community members and perspective of academics and government officials

to thoroughly incorporate environmental justice considerations into decision-

making processes. Ultimately, the EAB is empowered to develop and advocate

for its own policy and project recommendations. LA P
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